Warfare: The Work of God

We are to do the work that Jesus did.

John14:12-13 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. *And whatever you ask in A {y name, that I
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. **If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”

A. This work begins with a step of faith.

B. Because Jesus has gone to the Father, the Holy Spirit has been sent to us so we may be able to do
the very works of God.

€ The name of Jesus Christ is the most powerful name ever uttered in heaven or on earth.

Jesus did Spiritual Warfare.

Matthew 8:28-34 “When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him
two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that
way. *’And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have
You come here to torment us before the time?” **Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many
swine feeding. *'So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd
of swine.” ** And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And
suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water.
**Then those who kept them fled: and Ih%y went away into the city and told everything, including what had
happened to the demon-possessed men. **And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they
saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region.”

Casting out demons and getting rid of the demonic is Spiritual Warfare.

Jesus had an attitude of war against Satan. (Give him no quarter)

Jesus was not afraid of demons but they were sure afraid of Him.

Both Jesus and the demons knew where the authority lay.

Jesus is building a church to prevail against the gates of hell.

Matthew 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

Jesus sent His disciples out to demonstrate His authority.

Luke 10:19 “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” (The sending of the seventy.)
Luke 9:1 “Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over
all demons, and to cure diseases. *He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the
sick.”
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The power to overcome.

A. Peter’s admonition is to be sober (take our responsibility against the devil seriously).
I Peter 5:8-9 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour. °Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.”

1. God will supply the power needed to resist the devil.
2, We just need to remain firm in the faith.
B. James’ encouragement and promise direct from the Word of God.

James 4:7-8 “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. *Draw near to
God and He will draw near to you.”

1: Out of our submission comes the strength to resist victoriously.
2. Through the warfare encounters we find ourselves being drawn closer to God.
C. John’s word to young men.

I John 2:14 “/ have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the
beginning. | have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides
in vou. and vou have overcome the wicked one *






