
Introduction:Somanypeoplegothroughlifenotreallyknowingwhotheyare,notcomfortablewiththewaythingsaregoingandgenerallydistressedbecauseoffeelingsofinsecurity.Youcanneverfeelsecureifyoudon'tknowwhoyouareandhavenotcometotheplaceofacceptanceconcerning
your role in life. Security really is about knowing that you are accepted by others for the way youreallyare.ThegreatestsenseofacceptanceofallistoknowthatGodHimselfacceptsyouand
you can live securely in that acceptance.

L WeareacceptedinJesusChrist.Ephesians1:3-6"BlessedbetheGodandFatherofourLordJesusChrist,whohasblesseduswitheveryspiritualblessingintheheavenlyplacesinChrist,JustasHechoseusinHimbeforethefoundationoftheworld,thatweshouldbeholyandwithoutblamebeforeHiminlove,5having
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure ofHiswill,6tothepraiseofthegloryofHisgrace,bywhichHemadeusacceptedintheBeloved"A.Ourpastdoesnotmatter.Paulhadpersecutedthechurch,evenconsentingtothedeathof

Steven.Becausewehavebeenaccepted,wecanliveundertheblessingofGod.AcceptanceisbasedonwhatJesusChristhasdone,notwhatwehavedone.
1.NoneofuscangetgoodenoughordoenoughgoodworkstogetGod's

attention.Titus3:4-7"ButwhenthekindnessandtheloveofGodourSaviortowardmanappeared,5notbyworksofrighteousnesswhichwehavedone,butaccordingtoHismercyHesavedus,throughthewashingofregenerationandrenewingoftheHolySpirit,6whomHepouredoutonusabundantlythroughJesusChristourSavior,7thathavingbeenjustifiedbyHisgraceweshouldbecomeheirs
according to the hope of eternal lift. "Whilewewerelost,farawayfromGod,Jesuslovedus,cleansedusandbrought
into a place of acceptance.Romans5:8-10"ButGoddemonstratesHisownlovetowardus,inthatwhilewewerestillsinners,Christdiedforus.9Muchmorethen,havingnowbeenjustifiedbyHisblood,weshallbesavedfromwraththroughHim.1OForifwhenwewereenemieswewerereconciledtoGodthroughthedeathofHisSon,muchmore,havingbeenreconciled,weshallbesavedbyHislift."

B.C.

2.

IL Ouracceptanceisnotinwhowewere,bntinwhoweare.
A.Wearenewcreatures.

II Corinthians 5:17 "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old thingshavepassedaway;behold,allthingshavebecomenew."Ireadastorygoingbacktothelate1940sinAmerica.Afamilyfromaremotepartofthecountrywasmakingtheirfirstvisittoabigcity.Theycheckedintoagrandhotelandstoodinamazementattheimpressivesight.Leavingthereceptiondesktheycametothe
elevator entrance. They'd never seen an elevator before, and just stared at it, quite unabletoworkoutwhatitwasfor.Anoldladyhobbledtowardstheelevatorandwentinsideandthedoorclosed.Aboutaminutelater,thedooropenedandoutcameastunningly
good-looking young woman. Dad couldn't stop staring. Without turning his head hepattedhisson'sarmandsaid,"Gogetyourmother,son."
1.

2.
Beingnewcreaturesmeansthatwedon'tlivethewayweusedto.Wedon'tthinkthewayweoncedid.(Evenwhenirritationscome)
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