Introduction:
So many people go through life not really knowing who they are, not comfortable with the way
things are going and generally distressed because of feelings of insecurity. You can never feel
secure if you don’t know who you are and have not come to the place of acceptance concerning
your role in life. Security really is about knowing that you are accepted by others for the way you
really are. The greatest sense of acceptance of all is to know that God Himself accepts you and
you can live securely in that acceptance.

L We are accepted in Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 1:3-6 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, *just as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, *having
predemned us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will, °to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.”

A Our past does not matter. Paul had persecuted the church, even consenting to the death of
Steven.
B. Because we have been accepted, we can live under the blessing of God.
G, Acceptance is based on what Jesus Christ has done, not what we have done.
L. None of us can get good enough or do enough good works to get God’s
attention.

Titus 3:4-7 “But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, *not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spmt ®whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Savior, "that having been ;umﬁed by His grace we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.”

2, While we were lost, far away from God, Jesus loved us, cleansed us and brought
into a place of acceptance.
Romans 5:8-10 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. °Much more then, having now been
Justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. '°For if when
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

IL Our acceptance is not in who we were, but in who we are.
A. We are new creatures.
Il Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

I read a story going back to the late 1940s in America. A family from a remote part of the
country was making their first visit to a big city. They checked in to a grand hotel and
stood in amazement at the impressive sight. Leaving the reception desk they came to the
clevator entrance. They’d never seen an elevator before, and just stared at it, quite unable
to work out what it was for. An old lady hobbled towards the elevator and went inside
and the door closed. About a minute later, the door opened and out came a stunningly
good-looking young woman. Dad couldn’t stop staring. Without turning his head he
patted his son’s arm and said, "Go get your mother, son."

1 Being new creatures means that we don’t live the way we used to.
2. We don’t think the way we once did. (Even when irritations come)
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