
Faith Pleases God
 

Key Scriptures: 

Hebrews 11:1-2 "Nowf aith is the substance of things hopedfor, the evidence of things not seen. 
2For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. " 

Hebrews 11 :6 "But without faith it is impossible to please Him, Jor he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. " 

Scripture Reading: 

Hebrews II :23-30 "By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, 
because they saw he was a beau tiful child; and they were not afraid ofthe king's command 24By 
faith Moses, when he became oj age, refused to be called the son oj Pharaoh 's daughter, 
25choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people ofGod than to enj oy the passing pleasures oj 
sin, 26esteeming the reproach ofChrist greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; f or he looked to 
the reward 27By faith he forsook Egypt, notJearing the wrath of the king;Jor he endured as seeing 
Him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry 
land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 30By f aith the walls of Jericho 
fell down after they were encirciedfor seven days. " 

I.	 God is so pie sed with our faith that He hides us away fro m harm and danger. (vs. 23) 

A.	 This is especially true right after our new birth experience. 

B.	 God will hide us from the things we are not yet equipped to handle or face. 
C.	 We are hiddenby God because of the work we are yet to do for Him. 
D.	 There is a time to be hidden and a time to be revealed. 

E.	 Moses was even hidden in the enemy' s camp. 

U.	 God is pleased when our faith refuses to let us go along with the status quo. (vs, 24) 

A.	 We may be in the world, but we're not of it. 

B.	 Our faith is so powerful that it will not even let us, in good consciousness. compromise 
when that compromise might mean advancement or advantage that normally would not 
be ours. 

m.	 God is pleased when our faith forces us to a wise choice. (vs. 25) 

A.	 We may be in the world, but we are not of it. 
B.	 Joshua was anointed to present a choice to the children ofIsrael. 

Joshua 24:15 "A nd if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves thi 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side ojthe River, or the gods oj the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for 
me and my house, we will serve the LORD. " 

C.	 Ruth had to make a choice. 
Ruth 1:16 "But Ruth said: "Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following 
after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your 
peop le shall be my people, And your God, my God. " 

1.	 It meant turningher back on everything she had ever known. 
2.	 It meant going to a place she had only heard about, but never seen. Isn't that 

what we're doing. 
D.	 Mary made a choice when Jesus was present. 



Luke 10:42 "But one thing is needed and Mary has chosen that good part, which will no! 
be taken ml'~v from her. " 

IV.	 God is pleased when our faith enables us to forsa ke the old for the new. (vs, 27) 
A.	 Because we are new creatures, we cannot live according to the old life patterns we held 

before.
 
IT Corinthians 5:I7 "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
 
have passed away; behold, all things have become new. "
 

B.	 Our faith enables us to conform to the new lifestyle even when that brings us into 
conflict.
 
Deuteronomy 31 :6 "Be strong and of good courage, do not f ear nor be afraid of them;
 
f or the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you . He will not leave you nor
 
f orsake YOI/. "
 

V.	 God is pleased when our faith enables us to abide by His word. (vs. 28) 

A.	 God's word will be with us all through eternity and therefore deserves to be the 
foundation of all life's decisions.
 
Mark 13:31 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass
 
away."
 

B.	 Abiding in His word brings us into a divine fellowship, 

John 14:23 "Jesus answered andsaid to him, "Ifanyone loves Me. he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. .. 

VI. God is so pleased when we abide in faith tha t he opens a way where there seems to be no 
way. (vs, 29) 

Proverbs 15: 19 "The way ofthe lazy man is like a hedge of thorns, But the way of the upright is a 
highway. " 
A.	 There are times when we have no idea which way we should go or the decision we. 

should make.
 
Isaiah 30:21 "Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in
 
it, " Whenever you turn to the right hand Or whenever you turn to the left. "
 

B.	 When we've lost our way, our faith holds on to God's promise that He will ever be with 
us keep us in the way we are to go. 
Isaiah 42: 16 "I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; / will lead them in paths 
they have not known. / will make darkness light before them, And crooked places 
straight. These things I will do fo r them, And not forsake them. " 
Psalm 37:23-24 "The steps of a good mall are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in 
his way. 24 Though he fall. he shall 110t be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him 
with His hand. " 


